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ϭ. SuďjeĐt ChoiĐe GuideliŶes 

 

WheŶ ĐhoosiŶg fƌoŵ the list of suďjeĐt optioŶs, it is iŵpoƌtaŶt to ƌeŵeŵďeƌ that the LeaǀiŶg    
CeƌtifiĐate is a geŶeƌal eduĐatioŶ, aŶd the desiƌaďilitǇ of a ďalaŶĐed eduĐatioŶ ĐaŶŶot ďe oǀeƌ-
stƌessed. It is iŵpoƌtaŶt to ƌeŵeŵďeƌ that ŵost people ǁill ĐhaŶge theiƌ Đaƌeeƌs seǀeƌal tiŵes iŶ 
the Đouƌse of theiƌ ǁoƌkiŶg liǀes. Theƌefoƌe, a futuƌe Đaƌeeƌ should Ŷot ďe the oŶlǇ deteƌŵiŶiŶg 
faĐtoƌ iŶ deĐidiŶg ǁhat suďjeĐts to Đhoose. MaŶǇ faĐtoƌs haǀe to ďe takeŶ iŶto aĐĐouŶt ǁheŶ    
deĐidiŶg ǁhat suďjeĐts to take. These faĐtoƌs iŶĐlude:  
iͿ The studeŶt͛s iŶteƌest iŶ oƌ likiŶg foƌ a suďjeĐt. 
iiͿ His aptitude toǁaƌds a suďjeĐt. 
iiiͿ The ǀalue of a suďjeĐt foƌ his oǁŶ peƌsoŶal deǀelopŵeŶt. 
iǀͿ Whetheƌ oƌ Ŷot it is ŶeĐessaƌǇ to keep optioŶs opeŶ. 
ǀͿ The ƌeleǀaŶĐe of a suďjeĐt foƌ a paƌtiĐulaƌ Đaƌeeƌ. 
ǀiͿ If a suďjeĐt is aŶ esseŶtial ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt foƌ Đouƌses at thiƌd leǀel. 
ǀiiͿ If a suďjeĐt ǁill ďe useful foƌ a paƌtiĐulaƌ Đouƌse. 
Most studeŶts take seǀeŶ suďjeĐts at LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate leǀel. As this ŶoƌŵallǇ iŶĐludes, Iƌish,          
EŶglish, MatheŵatiĐs aŶd a laŶguage, this leaǀes thƌee ŵoƌe to ďe ĐhoseŶ.  
 

Ϯ. MiŶiŵuŵ ReƋuiƌeŵeŶts 

 

To gaiŶ adŵissioŶ to Đollege the poiŶts ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt is the seĐoŶd huƌdle that Ŷeeds to ďe Đƌoss. 
The fiƌst is ǁaŶt is Đalled ŵiŶiŵuŵ ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts. GeŶeƌallǇ, as ŵost studeŶts ǁill do Iƌish, EŶg-
lish, MatheŵatiĐs, aŶd a thiƌd laŶguage this ǁill Đoǀeƌ the ŵiŶiŵuŵ eŶtƌǇ ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts foƌ ŵost, 
ďut Ŷot all, Đouƌses iŶ N.U.I Đolleges. Hoǁeǀeƌ, theƌe aƌe diffeƌeŶt ƌules foƌ diffeƌeŶt Đolleges aŶd 
Đouƌses. T.C.D. oŶlǇ ƌeƋuiƌes EŶglish, Maths, aŶd Iƌish oƌ a thiƌd laŶguage. Most of the I.T͛s ƌeƋuiƌe 
Iƌish oƌ EŶglish, aŶd Maths. Soŵe UCD, U.C.C & U.C.G. Đouƌses do Ŷot ƌeƋuiƌe a laŶguage aŶd 
soŵe do Ŷot ƌeƋuiƌe Maths. IŶ additioŶ, soŵe Đouƌses haǀe additioŶal ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts. Foƌ eǆaŵ-
ple, all leǀel ϴ eŶgiŶeeƌiŶg Đouƌses ƌeƋuiƌe a Hϰ iŶ hoŶouƌs Maths. A Hϱ iŶ HoŶouƌs Iƌish is a ƌe-
ƋuiƌeŵeŶt foƌ pƌiŵaƌǇ teaĐhiŶg. A Hϳ iŶ CheŵistƌǇ is a ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt foƌ VeteƌiŶaƌǇ iŶ U.C.D., Hu-
ŵaŶ NutƌitioŶ & DietetiĐs iŶ D.I.T., PhaƌŵaĐǇ iŶ T.C.D., MediĐiŶe aŶd DeŶtistƌǇ iŶ U.C.C. PhǇsiĐs is 
a ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt foƌ TheoƌetiĐal PhǇsiĐs iŶ T.C.D. OŶe laďoƌatoƌǇ sĐieŶĐe ;CheŵistƌǇ/BiologǇ/
PhǇsiĐsͿ is ƌeƋuiƌed foƌ ŵaŶǇ sĐieŶĐe Đouƌses. AƌĐhiteĐtuƌe iŶ D.I.T. ƌeƋuiƌes the ĐaŶdidates to sit 
aŶ aptitude test aŶd atteŶd aŶ iŶteƌǀieǁ.  Tǁo sĐieŶĐe suďjeĐts aƌe ƌeƋuiƌed foƌ PhǇsiotheƌapǇ 
aŶd HuŵaŶ GeŶetiĐs iŶ T.C.D. CoŵŵeƌĐe iŶ U.C.D. ƌeƋuiƌes aŶ Oϯ oƌ Hϲ iŶ Maths. Tǁo sĐieŶĐe 
suďjeĐts aƌe ƌeƋuiƌed foƌ PhǇsiotheƌapǇ aŶd HuŵaŶ GeŶetiĐs iŶ T.C.D. CoŵŵeƌĐe iŶ U.C.D. ƌe-
Ƌuiƌes a Hϲ oƌ Ϭϯ iŶ Maths. Most U.C.D. Đouƌses ƌeƋuiƌe ϮHϱ aŶd ϰϬϲ/Hϳ ǁhile ŵost T.C.D. Đouƌs-
es ƌeƋuiƌe ϯHϱ aŶd ϯOϲ/Hϳ. Otheƌ Đouƌses ƌeƋuiƌe a poƌtfolio aŶd/oƌ aptitude test aŶd/oƌ aŶ iŶ-
teƌǀieǁ. IŶ additioŶ, the DefeŶĐe FoƌĐes ƌeƋuiƌe a ϯHϱ iŶ thƌee hoŶouƌs suďjeĐts aŶd thƌee ϯOϲ iŶ 
oƌdiŶaƌǇ leǀel suďjeĐts. These ŵust iŶĐlude Maths, Iƌish, EŶglish, aŶd a thiƌd laŶguage. AŶ Gaƌda 
SíoĐháŶa also has speĐifiĐ suďjeĐts ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts. These  eǆaŵples illustƌate hoǁ ĐoŵpliĐated this 
pƌoĐess is, theƌefoƌe it is ǀital to ĐheĐk the Đoŵplete list iŶ the DiƌeĐtoƌǇ Of LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate 
EŶtƌǇ ReƋuiƌeŵeŶts puďlished ďǇ the IŶstitute of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs. The thiƌd leǀel iŶstitutes 
adheƌe to a tǁo-Ǉeaƌ ƌule as ƌegaƌds esseŶtial suďjeĐts aŶd gƌades, so theƌe is Ŷo possiďilitǇ that 
aŶǇ Ŷeǁ ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts ǁill ďe added oŶĐe a studeŶt has staƌted the tǁo-Ǉeaƌ leaǀiŶg ĐǇĐle. 

The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 
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ϯ. The PoiŶt SǇsteŵ 
 

WheŶ sittiŶg the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate, poiŶts aƌe aǁaƌded oŶ the ďasis of the ƌesults oďtaiŶed iŶ the 
ďest siǆ suďjeĐts. These poiŶts aƌe as folloǁed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HoŶouƌs Maths 

All studeŶts aĐhieǀiŶg a Hϲ oƌ higheƌ ǁill haǀe Ϯϱ poiŶts added to theiƌ total sĐoƌe foƌ hoŶouƌs 

Maths. The Maths gƌade itself does Ŷot ĐhaŶge. Theƌe aƌe Ŷo ďoŶus poiŶts foƌ OƌdiŶaƌǇ leǀel 
Maths. This is a staŶdaƌd Ϯϱ poiŶts ƌegaƌdless of the gƌade aĐhieǀed. The saŵe poiŶts aƌe 

aǁaƌded foƌ aŶ Hϭ as a Hϲ. Theƌe aƌe Ŷo ďoŶus poiŶts foƌ a Hϳ iŶ HoŶouƌs Maths. 
If Maths is Ŷot iŶĐluded iŶ the top siǆ suďjeĐts ĐouŶted, the ďoŶus poiŶts aƌe Ŷot iŶĐluded.  
 

WheŶ ĐouŶtiŶg the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate poiŶt foƌ ŵediĐiŶe, poiŶts aďoǀe ϱϱϬ aƌe adjusted to a ŵaǆiŵuŵ of ϱϲϱ 
poiŶts. Theƌefoƌe foƌ eǀeƌǇ ϱ poiŶts aďoǀe ϱϱϬ add ϭ poiŶt. 

The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 

PeƌĐeŶtage 

  

HoŶouƌs Leǀel 
Gƌade 

HoŶouƌs Leǀel  
PoiŶts 

OƌdiŶaƌǇ Leǀel 
Gƌade 

OƌdiŶaƌǇ Leǀel 
PoiŶts 

ϵϬ% - ϭϬϬ% Hϭ ϭϬϬ Oϭ ϱϲ 

ϴϬ% - ϴϵ% HϮ ϴϴ OϮ ϰϲ 

ϳϬ% - ϳϵ% Hϯ ϳϳ Oϯ ϯϳ 

ϲϬ% - ϲϵ% Hϰ ϲϲ Oϰ Ϯϴ 

ϱϬ% - ϱϵ% Hϱ ϱϲ Oϱ ϮϬ 

ϰϬ% - ϰϵ% Hϲ ϰϲ Oϲ ϭϮ 

ϯϬ% - ϯϵ% Hϳ ϯϳ Oϳ Ϭ 

Ϭ% - Ϯϵ% Hϴ Ϭ Oϴ Ϭ 

     

LCVP Gƌade LCVP Gƌade    

DistiŶĐtioŶ ϲϲ    

Meƌit ϰϲ    

Pass Ϯϴ    

Eǆaŵple ϭ   Eǆaŵple Ϯ 

SuďjeĐt Leǀel Gƌade PoiŶts   SuďjeĐt Leǀel Gƌade PoiŶts 

Iƌish HoŶouƌs Hϰ ϲϲ   Iƌish HoŶouƌs Hϯ ϳϳ 

EŶglish OƌdiŶaƌǇ Oϭ ϱϲ   EŶglish HoŶouƌs HϮ ϴϴ 

MatheŵatiĐs HoŶouƌs Hϱ ϱϲ+Ϯϱ=ϴϭ   MatheŵatiĐs HoŶouƌs Hϲ ϰϲ+Ϯϱ=ϳϭ 

FƌeŶĐh HoŶouƌs Hϯ ϳϳ   FƌeŶĐh HoŶouƌs HϮ ϴϴ 

BiologǇ HoŶouƌs Hϰ ϲϲ   BiologǇ HoŶouƌs Aϭ ϭϬϬ 

GeogƌaphǇ OƌdiŶaƌǇ OϮ ϰϲ   GeogƌaphǇ HoŶouƌs Aϭ ϭϬϬ 

HistoƌǇ HoŶouƌs Hϯ ϳϳ   HistoƌǇ HoŶouƌs Hϯ ϳϳ 

Top ϲ iŶ ďold     = ϰϮϯ   Top ϲ iŶ ďold     = ϱϯϬ 

Maths iŶĐluded   Maths NOT iŶĐluded 
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ϰ. The ͚EasǇ͛ SuďjeĐts 

 

Theƌe is Ŷo suĐh thiŶg as aŶ easǇ suďjeĐt. Theƌe aƌe statistiĐs that shoǁ soŵe suďjeĐts 
oďtaiŶ a higheƌ Ŷuŵďeƌ of A͛s thaŶ otheƌs. This hoǁeǀeƌ, is a ƌefleĐtioŶ oŶ the tǇpe of 
ĐaŶdidate that seleĐts these suďjeĐts. Foƌ eǆaŵple, Applied Maths has a laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌ of 
A͛s. This does Ŷot ŵeaŶ it is aŶ easǇ suďjeĐt, ƌatheƌ it ƌefleĐts the faĐt that these studeŶts 
pƌoďaďlǇ do, aŶd haǀe aŶ aptitude foƌ, HoŶouƌ Maths aŶd PhǇsiĐs.  
 

Hoǁeǀeƌ, the ƋuestioŶ still Ŷeeds to ďe asked as to ǁhǇ studeŶts thiŶk that foƌ eǆaŵple, 
BiologǇ is the easiest sĐieŶĐe aŶd BusiŶess is easieƌ thaŶ EĐoŶoŵiĐs oƌ AĐĐouŶtiŶg? This is 
defiŶitelǇ is Ŷot the Đase. The gƌades oďtaiŶed iŶ the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate ƌesults iŶ BiologǇ 
aƌe Ŷot ďetteƌ thaŶ those iŶ CheŵistƌǇ oƌ PhǇsiĐs aŶd the gƌades iŶ BusiŶess aƌe Ŷot ďetteƌ 
thaŶ those iŶ EĐoŶoŵiĐs oƌ AĐĐouŶtiŶg.  
 

 

It ŵight ďe that studeŶts ĐoŶsideƌ suďjeĐts like BusiŶess to ďe easieƌ ďeĐause a studeŶt ĐaŶ 
piĐk up the teǆt ďook aŶd uŶdeƌstaŶd a topiĐ ǁithout ŵuĐh help fƌoŵ a teaĐheƌ. This is Ŷot 
the Đase ǁith EĐoŶoŵiĐs to AĐĐouŶtiŶg ǁeƌe a teaĐheƌ͛s assistaŶĐe is Ŷeeded to uŶdeƌstaŶd 
iŶdiǀidual topiĐs. This ŵaǇ also eǆplaiŶ - to soŵe eǆteŶt - ǁhǇ BiologǇ is ĐoŶsideƌed to ďe 
easieƌ thaŶ CheŵistƌǇ oƌ PhǇsiĐs. These poiŶts aƌe also ǁoƌth ĐoŶsideƌiŶg ǁheŶ, foƌ 
eǆaŵple, the ĐousiŶ oƌ Ŷeǆt dooƌ Ŷeighďouƌ saǇs ͞doŶ͛t do GeogƌaphǇ ďeĐause I fouŶd it 
haƌd͟. It ďeiŶg diffiĐult foƌ the ĐousiŶ oƌ Ŷeighďouƌ does Ŷot ŵe it ǁill ďe diffiĐult foƌ 
aŶotheƌ studeŶt. 

 

The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 

SuďjeĐt ϮϬϬϵ ;≈ ϱϮ, ϬϬϬ CaŶdidatesͿ   ϮϬϬϴ ;≈ ϱϬ,ϬϬϬ CaŶdidatesͿ 

HoŶouƌs CaŶdidates A͛s B͛s   CaŶdidates A͛s B͛s 

BusiŶess ϭϮ,ϰϭϬ ϭϭ.ϭ% Ϯϵ.ϱ%   ϭϮ,ϭϱϰ ϭϭ.ϲ% Ϯϴ.Ϯ% 

AĐĐouŶtiŶg ϰ,ϴϯϳ ϮϬ.Ϯ% ϯϱ.ϭ%   ϰ,ϴϭϭ ϮϬ.ϳ% ϯϭ.ϵ% 

EĐoŶoŵiĐs ϯ,ϱϮϱ ϭϭ.ϵ% ϯϭ.ϭ%   ϯ,ϰϮϲ ϭϯ.ϯ% ϯϭ.ϱ% 

                

BiologǇ ϮϬ,ϭϬϮ ϭϲ.ϱ% Ϯϳ%   ϭϳ,Ϭϰϴ ϭϲ.ϳ% Ϯϳ.Ϯ% 

CheŵistƌǇ ϲ,Ϭϯϳ Ϯϭ.ϵ% ϯϭ.ϲ%   ϱ,ϵϬϰ ϮϮ.ϭ% Ϯϴ.ϵ% 

PhǇsiĐs ϰ,ϲϵϰ ϮϬ.ϱ% Ϯϵ.ϭ%   ϰ,ϵϮϵ ϭϵ.ϲ% Ϯϳ.ϰ% 

                

EŶglish ϯϮ,ϴϲϰ ϭϬ.ϯ% Ϯϳ%   ϯϭ,ϳϵϯ ϭϬ.Ϯ% Ϯϳ.ϱ% 

Applied Maths ϭ,ϯϯϯ Ϯϯ.ϴ% ϯϬ.ϱ%   ϭ,Ϯϴϴ Ϯϳ.Ϯ% Ϯϴ.ϭ% 

                

HistoƌǇ ϳ,ϴϱϯ ϭϯ% ϯϬ.ϲ%   ϳ,ϲϬϭ ϭϮ.ϭ% ϯϮ.ϳ% 

GeogƌaphǇ ϭϵ,ϬϮϰ ϵ% Ϯϵ.ϲ%   ϭϴ,Ϯϲϴ ϴ.ϯ% Ϯϴ.ϳ% 

SouƌĐe ǁǁǁ.eǆaŵiŶatioŶs.ie 
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ϱ. The ͚WiŵďledoŶ͛ EffeĐt 
 

Please ďe Đaƌeful of the ͞WiŵďledoŶ͟ effeĐt. IŶ JuŶe, ǁhile the teŶŶis touƌŶaŵeŶt is oŶ the teleǀi-
sioŶ, all tǁelǀe Ǉeaƌ olds aƌe oŶ the stƌeet aƌe plaǇiŶg teŶŶis. Tǁo ŵoŶths lateƌ the attƌaĐtiǀeŶess 
of this spoƌt has ƌeǀeƌted ďaĐk to its oƌigiŶal iŶteƌest leǀel. SiŵilaƌlǇ, ǁheŶ the IŶteƌŶet took off, 
the iŶteƌest iŶ Đoŵputeƌs ƌoĐketed. This lateƌ died ďaĐk. A studeŶt plaǇiŶg a Đoŵputeƌ gaŵe all 
daǇ does Ŷot ŵeaŶ he is good at Đoŵputeƌs aŶd theƌefoƌe suited to studǇiŶg Đoŵputeƌs at thiƌd 
leǀel. SiŵilaƌlǇ, ǁheŶ the eĐoŶoŵǇ is iŶ the Ŷeǁs the deŵaŶd to studǇ eĐoŶoŵiĐs iŶĐƌeases ďut 
ǁheŶ it is Ŷot iŶ the Ŷeǁs the iŶteƌest leǀels aƌe loǁeƌ. This pooƌ deĐisioŶ ŵakiŶg pƌoĐess is also 
seeŶ ǁheŶ studeŶts seleĐt a Đoŵputeƌ Đouƌse oŶ the C.A.O. foƌŵ. This should Ŷot ďe doŶe oŶ the 
ďasis of a studeŶt speŶdiŶg houƌs oŶ FaĐeďook oƌ plaǇiŶg Đoŵputeƌ gaŵes , ďut ƌatheƌ ďeĐause 
he, foƌ eǆaŵple, has ďuilt his oǁŶ Đoŵputeƌ, douďle the ŵeŵoƌǇ oŶ the haƌd dƌiǀe, oƌ ďuilt a 
ǁeďsite.  Also, if theƌe is a populaƌ Laǁ ďased dƌaŵa ƌuŶŶiŶg oŶ teleǀisioŶ, studeŶts aƌe ofteŶ 
heaƌd to saǇ ͚I ǁaŶt to studǇ Laǁ ďeĐause I eŶjoǇiŶg ǁatĐhiŶg X͛. It Ŷeeds to ďe asked hoǁ ŵuĐh 
laǁ is aĐtuallǇ poƌtƌaǇed iŶ the T.V. dƌaŵa? Is the studeŶt aĐtuallǇ attƌaĐted to a Đleǀeƌ sĐƌipt, the 
iŶtƌigue of the plot, the Đliff-haŶgeƌs, oƌ the Đool lifestǇle poƌtƌaǇed ďǇ the ĐhaƌaĐteƌs? 

 

ϲ. Oǀeƌlap of SuďjeĐt CoŶteŶt? 
 

State Eǆaŵs CoŵŵissioŶ ƌegulatioŶs state that ǁheŶ theƌe is a ĐeƌtaiŶ degƌee of ĐoŶteŶt oǀeƌlap 
ďetǁeeŶ tǁo suďjeĐts studeŶts aƌe pƌohiďited fƌoŵ sittiŶg ďoth of these suďjeĐts. Foƌ eǆaŵple, 
studeŶts aƌe Ŷot alloǁed sit ďoth LatiŶ aŶd ClassiĐs. AŶotheƌ eǆaŵple is studeŶts aƌe Ŷot alloǁed 
sit ;the ĐoŵďiŶed suďjeĐtͿ of PhǇsiĐs/CheŵistƌǇ aŶd CheŵistƌǇ, oƌ sit PhǇsiĐs/CheŵistƌǇ aŶd PhǇs-
iĐs. Theƌe is a ĐoŵŵoŶ peƌĐeptioŶ that theƌe is ĐoŶteŶt oǀeƌlap ďetǁeeŶ HoŶouƌs Maths aŶd 
PhǇsiĐs oƌ PhǇsiĐs aŶd Applied Maths oƌ oǀeƌlap ďetǁeeŶ all thƌee. This is Ŷot the Đase. If it ǁeƌe,, 
studeŶts ǁould ďe pƌohiďited fƌoŵ sittiŶg eǆaŵs iŶ ŵoƌe thaŶ oŶe of these suďjeĐts. SiŵilaƌlǇ, 
theƌe is a peƌĐeptioŶ that theƌe is ĐoŶteŶt oǀeƌlap ďetǁeeŶ BiologǇ aŶd AgƌiĐultuƌal SĐieŶĐe. 
AgaiŶ, if theƌe ǁas, studeŶts ǁould Ŷot ďe aďle to sit ďoth eǆaŵs. ;Theƌe ŵaǇ ďe a tiŶǇ/ǀeƌǇ sŵall 
peƌĐeŶtage of ĐoŶteŶt oǀeƌlap ďetǁeeŶ soŵe of these suďjeĐts – ďut Ŷot eŶough to oďtaiŶ aŶǇ 
adǀaŶtageͿ. The ƋuestioŶ Ŷeeds to ďe addƌessed as to ǁhǇ people peƌĐeiǀe that theƌe is ĐoŶsideƌ-
aďle oǀeƌlap iŶ ĐoŶteŶt. NoďodǇ ĐoŶsideƌs that theƌe is oǀeƌlap ďetǁeeŶ EŶglish aŶd HistoƌǇ. 
Hoǁeǀeƌ, those that oďtaiŶ aŶ A iŶ EŶglish teŶd to ǁell iŶ HistoƌǇ ;oƌ ReligioŶͿ. Is this ďeĐause that 
theƌe is oǀeƌlap iŶ the skills eŵploǇed iŶ studǇiŶg these suďjeĐts? Is it that theǇ tap iŶto the saŵe 
aptitudes? This oǀeƌlap iŶ skills aŶd aptitude ŵaǇ help to eǆplaiŶ ǁhǇ studeŶts thiŶk theƌe is iŶ 
oǀeƌlap iŶ HoŶouƌs Maths, PhǇsiĐs aŶd Applied Maths, aŶd iŶdeed, the otheƌ eǆaŵples ŵeŶtioŶed 
aďoǀe.  
 

ϳ. TeaĐheƌ DƌiǀeŶ SeleĐtioŶ 
 

IŶ the past soŵe studeŶts haǀe seleĐted to studǇ a paƌtiĐulaƌ suďjeĐt iŶ Đollege ďased oŶ theiƌ eǆ-
peƌieŶĐe of that suďjeĐt iŶ ϱth aŶd ϲth Ǉeaƌ. WheŶ theǇ eŶteƌ Đollege theiƌ opiŶioŶ of that suďjeĐt 
ĐaŶ ĐhaŶge. LookiŶg ďaĐk, theǇ ofteŶ ĐoŵŵeŶt that theǇ ŵistook the eŶjoǇŵeŶt of a suďjeĐt ǁith 
the eŶjoǇŵeŶt of the teaĐheƌ aŶd the atŵospheƌe iŶ the Đlass. This ĐaŶ also oĐĐuƌ ǁheŶ seleĐtiŶg 
suďjeĐts foƌ the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate. IŶdeed, it is aĐkŶoǁledge that haǀiŶg a paƌtiĐulaƌ teaĐheƌ ĐaŶ 
gƌeatlǇ help the suĐĐess of studeŶts. Hoǁeǀeƌ, ĐautioŶ Ŷeeds to ďe takeŶ. SeleĐtiŶg a suďjeĐt oŶ 
the ďasis of a ĐeƌtaiŶ teaĐheƌ͛s stǇle oƌ the atŵospheƌe iŶ that Đlass oŶlǇ ĐaŶ ƌesult iŶ a Ŷegatiǀe 
eǆpeƌieŶĐe foƌ the Ŷeǆt tǁo Ǉeaƌs if theƌe is Ŷot also aŶ aptitude aŶd iŶteƌest iŶ that suďjeĐt. 
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ϴ. A Thiƌd LaŶguage 
 

Oǀeƌ the last Ŷuŵďeƌ of Ǉeaƌs a Ŷuŵďeƌ of Đouƌses haǀe dƌopped theiƌ thiƌd laŶguage ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt, 
foƌ eǆaŵple, SĐieŶĐe aŶd EŶgiŶeeƌiŶg Đouƌses iŶ U.C.D. IŶ additioŶ, soŵe Đolleges do Ŷot ƌeƋuiƌe aŶǇ 
thiƌd laŶguage at all. Hoǁeǀeƌ, siŶĐe a laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌ of Đouƌses still ƌeƋuiƌe a thiƌd laŶguage it is 
stƌoŶglǇ ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded that Ŷo studeŶt sit the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate ǁithout a thiƌd laŶguage. 
Moƌeoǀeƌ, theƌe aƌe aŶ iŶĐƌeasiŶg Ŷuŵďeƌ of studeŶts ǁho haǀe dƌop theiƌ thiƌd laŶguage oŶ the 
assuŵptioŶ that it ǁould Ŷot ďe Ŷeed. These studeŶts eŶd up ;iͿ ĐhaŶgiŶg theiƌ ŵiŶd iŶ ϲth Ǉeaƌ aďout 
the Đouƌse theǇ ǁaŶt aŶd Ŷoǁ ǁish to do a Đouƌse that ƌeƋuiƌes a thiƌd laŶguage, ;iiͿ oƌ these 
studeŶts do Ŷot get the poiŶts foƌ theiƌ fiƌst pƌefeƌeŶĐe Đouƌse ďut eŶough poiŶts foƌ a Đouƌse theǇ 
ǁould settle foƌ – put ĐaŶŶot take up theiƌ plaĐe ďeĐause theǇ do Ŷot haǀe a thiƌd laŶguage, ;iiiͿ otheƌ 
studeŶts get the Đouƌse theǇ ǁaŶt ǁithout the thiƌd laŶguage, ďut iŶ ϭst oƌ seĐoŶd ϮŶd Ǉeaƌ iŶ Đollege, 
ƌealise that this Đouƌse is Ŷot foƌ theŵ, ďut ĐaŶŶot ĐhaŶge to a desiƌed Đouƌse as theǇ do Ŷot haǀe the 
thiƌd laŶguage ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt.  Soŵe studeŶts iŶ ϰth Ǉeaƌ aƌe alƌeadǇ adaŵaŶt ǁhat tǇpe of Đouƌse theǇ 
ǁaŶt afteƌ ϲth Ǉeaƌ.  IŶ ϲth Ǉeaƌ, ǁheŶ this idea is put to the studeŶt, it is ǀeƌǇ ĐoŵŵoŶ to get a 
ƌespoŶse that, ďaĐk theŶ, theǇ ǁeƌe thiŶkiŶg iŶ a paƌtiĐulaƌ ǁaǇ, aŶd it has Ŷo ƌeseŵďlaŶĐe to the 
diƌeĐtioŶ theǇ Ŷoǁ ǁaŶt to puƌsue. IŶ St. MaƌǇ͛s the thiƌd laŶguages oŶ offeƌ aƌe, FƌeŶĐh, GeƌŵaŶ, 
aŶd LatiŶ, all Đolleges aĐĐept the latteƌ iŶ the saŵe ǁaǇ as FƌeŶĐh oƌ GeƌŵaŶ. It is Ŷot hoǁeǀeƌ 
aĐĐepted foƌ the thiƌd laŶguage ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt foƌ Đouƌses suĐh as CoŵŵeƌĐe aŶd FƌeŶĐh iŶ U.C.D. 
ǁhiĐh ƌeƋuiƌes a Hϰ iŶ FƌeŶĐh, aŶd BusiŶess aŶd GeƌŵaŶ iŶ T.C.D. that ƌeƋuiƌes a Hϯ iŶ GeƌŵaŶ. LatiŶ 
ĐaŶŶot ďe studǇ ǁith ClassiĐal Studies at LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate leǀel. 
The NatioŶal UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of IƌelaŶd is aŶ uŵďƌella oƌgaŶisatioŶ foƌ the folloǁiŶg thiƌd leǀel 
Đolleges. 
● UŶiǀeƌsitǇ College, DuďliŶ 

● UŶiǀeƌsitǇ College, Coƌk 

● NatioŶal UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of IƌelaŶd, GalǁaǇ 

● MaǇŶooth UŶiǀeƌsitǇ 

● RoǇal College of SuƌgeoŶs iŶ IƌelaŶd 

● NatioŶal College of Aƌt & DesigŶ 

● ShaŶŶoŶ College of Hotel MaŶageŵeŶt 

● MilltoǁŶ IŶstitute, DuďliŶ 

● IŶstitute of PuďliĐ AdŵiŶistƌatioŶ 
 

A geŶeƌal ƌule is that NUI Colleges aƌe the ŵaiŶ Đolleges that ƌeƋuiƌe FƌeŶĐh, GeƌŵaŶ, LatiŶ oƌ 
aŶotheƌ ĐoŶtiŶeŶtal laŶguage. Hoǁeǀeƌ, theƌe aƌe Đouƌses ǁithiŶ these Đolleges that do Ŷot ƌeƋuiƌe a 
laŶguage. These aƌe ŶoƌŵallǇ sĐieŶĐe, eŶgiŶeeƌiŶg aŶd teĐhŶologǇ ƌelated. IŶ additioŶ, if a studeŶt 
has aŶ eǆeŵptioŶ fƌoŵ Iƌish due to a leaƌŶiŶg diffiĐultǇ, that studeŶt ĐaŶ autoŵatiĐallǇ oďtaiŶ aŶ 
eǆĐeptioŶ foƌ the ĐoŶtiŶeŶtal laŶguage ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt. NoŶ-NUI Đolleges suĐh as DIT aŶd DCU aŶd IT 
Tallaght oŶlǇ ƌeƋuiƌe a ĐoŶtiŶeŶtal laŶguage foƌ Đouƌses ǁheƌe a laŶguage ǁill ďe studied aŶd TƌiŶitǇ 
College ƌeƋuiƌes Iƌish OR a ĐoŶtiŶeŶtal laŶguage ďut Ŷot ďoth. The aďoǀe is oŶlǇ a geŶeƌal guideliŶe 
aŶd ďefoƌe deĐidiŶg Ŷot to take a laŶguage the DiƌeĐtoƌǇ of LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate EŶtƌǇ ReƋuiƌeŵeŶts 
should ďe ĐoŶsulted. 
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ϵ. CheĐkiŶg Pƌeǀious Eǆaŵ Papeƌs 
 

Caƌe Ŷeeds to ďe takeŶ ǁheŶ ĐheĐkiŶg the ĐoŶteŶt of pƌeǀious eǆaŵ papeƌs. Beloǁ aƌe eǆaŵples 
fƌoŵ the BusiŶess eǆaŵ papeƌ aŶd the PhǇsiĐs eǆaŵ papeƌ. The iŵŵediate ƌespoŶd to the Busi-
Ŷess ƋuestioŶ ŵight ďe ͞that͛s easǇ – I ĐaŶ do that͟, aŶd the ƌespoŶse to the PhǇsiĐs ƋuestioŶ 
ŵight ďe ͞I doŶ͛t kŶoǁ hoǁ to do that – that͛s haƌd͟. This is Ŷot aŶ appƌopƌiate ƌespoŶse. The pƌe-
ǀious eǆaŵ papeƌs should ďe ǀieǁed ǁith the folloǁiŶg iŶ ŵiŶd, ͞I ǁould ďe iŶteƌested iŶ  
 fiŶdiŶg out hoǁ to  aŶsǁeƌ/solǀe that pƌoďleŵ/ƋuestioŶ͟. Heƌe is aŶ eǆaŵple. 
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ϭϬ. What Otheƌ People SaǇ 

 

 

͚MǇ sisteƌ did Ŷot like AĐĐouŶtiŶg͛,  
͚MǇ ĐousiŶ saǇs CheŵistƌǇ is too haƌd͛.  

͚MǇ ŵates saǇ BusiŶess is easǇ.͛  
͚MǇ ŵotheƌ saǇs EĐoŶoŵiĐs is iŶteƌestiŶg͛. 

͚MǇ ďƌotheƌ saǇs HistoƌǇ is too loŶg͛.  
 

These aƌe soŵe of the ĐoŵŵoŶ thiŶgs people saǇ ǁheŶ adǀisiŶg otheƌs aďout piĐkiŶg s suďjeĐt. IŶ 
ƌespoŶse the folloǁiŶg should ďe ĐoŶsideƌed. 
 

The sisteƌ ŵaǇ Ŷot haǀe liked AĐĐouŶtiŶg ďeĐause it did Ŷot suit heƌ iŶteƌests aŶd aptitudes aŶd 
peƌsoŶ ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐs. Theƌe aƌe just as ŵaŶǇ ǁho did like AĐĐouŶtiŶg. 
 

The ĐousiŶ ŵaǇ haǀe fouŶd CheŵistƌǇ too haƌd ďeĐause it did Ŷot ŵatĐh theiƌ iŶteƌest, aptitudes 
aŶd peƌsoŶal ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐs. Theƌe aƌe ŵaŶǇ people ǁho eŶjoǇ CheŵistƌǇ ďeĐause it ŵatĐhes theiƌ 
iŶteƌests, aptitudes, aŶd peƌsoŶal ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐs.   
 

BusiŶess ǁas easǇ foƌ theiƌ ŵate ďeĐause it ŵaǇ haǀe ŵatĐhed theiƌ iŶteƌests, aptitude aŶd 
peƌsoŶal ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐs. Foƌ otheƌs BusiŶess is Ŷot easǇ.  
 

EĐoŶoŵiĐs ĐaŶ ďe iŶteƌestiŶg foƌ oŶe peƌsoŶ ďut to the Ŷeǆt peƌsoŶ. If EĐoŶoŵiĐs ǁas iŶteƌestiŶg as 
stated ďǇ people iŶteƌested ďǇ EĐoŶoŵiĐs, eǀeƌǇďodǇ ǁould do it.  
 

The ďƌotheƌ ŵaǇ haǀe fouŶd HistoƌǇ too loŶg ďeĐause he did Ŷot fiŶd essaǇ ǁƌitiŶg aŶd ƌeadiŶg 
ĐoŵiŶg ŶatuƌallǇ to hiŵ. Foƌ otheƌs HistoƌǇ is Ŷot loŶg ďeĐause it ŵatĐhes theiƌ iŶteƌests, aptitudes 
aŶd peƌsoŶal ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐs. It should ďe Ŷoted that the leŶgth of all Đouƌses aƌe the saŵe. TheǇ 
haǀe to ďe. It has to ďe so that aŶ Aϭ iŶ EĐoŶoŵiĐs eƋuates to the saŵe aŵouŶt of ǁoƌk as aŶ Aϭ iŶ 
HistoƌǇ. 
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ϭϭ. MakiŶg ChoiĐes 

 

 

The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 

Assuŵe a studeŶt 
Đhooses Iƌish,  

EŶglish, Maths aŶd 
FƌeŶĐh.   S/He has 

Ŷoǁ ĐhoseŶ fouƌ of 
the seǀeŶ suďjeĐts. 

 

ϭ. Iƌish 

Ϯ. Maths 

ϯ. EŶglish 

ϰ. FƌeŶĐh 

ϱ.   

ϲ.   

ϳ.   

The studeŶt 
Ŷoǁ has to piĐk 
3 ŵoƌe suďjeĐts 

fƌoŵ 

SuďjeĐt A 

SuďjeĐt B 

SuďjeĐt C 

SuďjeĐt D  
SuďjeĐt E 

SuďjeĐt F 

SuďjeĐt G 

EaĐh studeŶt should ask theŵselǀes,  ͚if I ǁas oŶlǇ alloǁed 
piĐk oŶe ŵoƌe suďjeĐt, ǁhat ǁould it ďe? Most, if Ŷot all,  
ĐaŶ aŶsǁeƌ this ƋuestioŶ. Let͛s saǇ this studeŶt Đhooses 
suďjeĐt C. This suďjeĐt has the ŵost positiǀes aŶd least 

Ŷegatiǀes Đoŵpaƌed to the otheƌ aǀailaďle suďjeĐt. Let͛s 
Đall suďjeĐt C the ϭst pƌefeƌeŶĐe. 

 ϭ. Iƌish   

Ϯ. Maths   

ϯ. EŶglish   

ϰ. FƌeŶĐh   

ϱ. SuďjeĐt C ϭst Pƌef. 

ϲ.     

ϳ.     

EaĐh studeŶt should 
Ŷoǁ theŵ ask  

theŵselǀes,  ͚if I ǁas  
oŶlǇ alloǁed piĐk oŶe 
otheƌ suďjeĐt, ǁhat 

ǁould it ďe? Let͛s saǇ 
this studeŶt Đhooses 

suďjeĐt F. This suďjeĐt 
does Ŷot haǀe as 

ŵaŶǇ positiǀes as suď-
jeĐt C, ďut still has 
ŵoƌe positiǀes aŶd 
the less Ŷegatiǀes  

Đoŵpaƌed to the oth-
eƌ  aǀailaďle suďjeĐts. 
Let͛s Đall  suďjeĐt F - 
the ϮŶd pƌefeƌeŶĐe. 

 ϭ. Iƌish   

Ϯ. Maths   

ϯ. EŶglish   

ϰ. FƌeŶĐh   

ϱ. SuďjeĐt C ϭst Pƌef. 

ϲ. SuďjeĐt F ϮŶd Pƌef. 
ϳ.     

The studeŶt Ŷoǁ has to Đhoose oŶe 
ŵoƌe suďjeĐt fƌoŵ suďjeĐts A, B, D, E, 

G,. WheŶ asked ǁhat theǇ thiŶk of 
eaĐh of the ƌeŵaiŶiŶg suďjeĐts, stu-

deŶts staƌt listiŶg ǁhat is ǁƌoŶg ǁith 
the ƌeŵaiŶiŶg suďjeĐt, aŶd/oƌ staƌt to 
eǆplaiŶ ǁhǇ suďjeĐts C & F aƌe ďetteƌ. 
While this ŵaǇ ďe a ǀalid eǆeƌĐise, it 
pƌeǀeŶts the last suďjeĐt ďeiŶg Đho-

seŶ. StudeŶts should Ŷot Đoŵpaƌe the 
ƌeŵaiŶiŶg suďjeĐts ǁith suďjeĐts C & 
F  - of Đouƌse theǇ aƌe ďetteƌ, that͛s 
ǁhǇ theǇ aƌe the ϭst aŶd ϮŶd pƌefeƌ-
eŶĐe. StudeŶts should Đoŵpaƌe the 
ƌeŵaiŶiŶg suďjeĐts ǁith eaĐh otheƌ. 

NoŶe of these suďjeĐts ǁill ďe  
peƌfeĐt,  otheƌǁise theǇ ǁould haǀe 

alƌeadǇ ďeeŶ ĐhoseŶ. The last suďjeĐt 
should ďe the ďest oŶe of the ƌest. It 
should ďe the oŶe ǁith the least Ŷeg-

atiǀes aŶd ŵost positiǀes fƌoŵ the  
ƌeŵaiŶiŶg suďjeĐts.   
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ϭϮ. Ask The FolloǁiŶg QuestioŶs Befoƌe ChoosiŶg 

 

 

ϭ. RefleĐt oŶ Ǉouƌ eǆpeƌieŶĐe of a suďjeĐt at JuŶioƌ CeƌtifiĐate. 
 

Ϯ. RefleĐt oŶ ǁhat ǁas taught iŶ the ϰth Ǉeaƌ ŵodule. 
 

ϯ. Talk to iŶdiǀidual suďjeĐt teaĐheƌs. 
 

ϰ. CheĐk ǁǁǁ.ŶĐĐa.ie aŶd ĐheĐk sǇllaďus/ĐuƌƌiĐuluŵ . 
 

ϱ. Bƌoǁse a ĐuƌƌeŶt teǆtďook ǁith a ǀieǁ to the leǀel of iŶteƌest iŶ the ŵateƌial ƌatheƌ thaŶ the    
     leǀel of diffiĐultǇ. 
 

ϲ. CheĐk ǁǁǁ.eǆaŵiŶatioŶs.ie aŶd look at pƌeǀious eǆaŵ papeƌs ǁith a ǀieǁ to the leǀel of               
     iŶteƌest iŶ the ŵateƌial ƌatheƌ thaŶ the leǀel of diffiĐultǇ. 
 

ϳ. Talk to a ϱth Ǉeaƌ studeŶt ǁho is takiŶg this suďjeĐt . 
 

ϴ. Talk to a ϲth Ǉeaƌ studeŶt ǁho if ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ fiŶishiŶg this suďjeĐt.  

 

AŶd ask Ǉouƌself 
 

ϵ. Do the skills ƌeƋuiƌe to do the suďjeĐt ŵatĐh ŵiŶe. 
 

ϭϬ. Hoǁ iŶteƌestiŶg is the ŵateƌial. 
 

ϭϭ. What is the poteŶtial gƌade. 
 

ϭϮ. Hoǁ useful ǁill the suďjeĐt ďe foƌ a paƌtiĐulaƌ Đollege degƌee. 

The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 

http://www.education.ie
http://www.examinations.ie
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ϭϯ. NatioŶal QualifiĐatioŶ Fƌaŵeǁoƌk 

 

The NatioŶal Fƌaŵeǁoƌk QualifiĐatioŶs sĐale is the fƌaŵeǁoƌk used to illustƌate ǀaƌious 
eduĐatioŶ leǀels aŶd ǁoƌks fƌoŵ leǀels ϭ to ϭϬ. If a studeŶt has Đoŵpleted the JuŶioƌ 
CeƌtifiĐate he/she is deeŵed to haǀe ƌeaĐhed leǀel ϯ. If a studeŶt Đoŵpletes the LeaǀiŶg 
CeƌtifiĐate he/she is deeŵed to haǀe ƌeaĐhed leǀel ϱ. Leǀel ϲ is a Higheƌ CeƌtifiĐate 
;ŶoƌŵallǇ Ϯ ǇeaƌsͿ, leǀel ϳ is aŶ OƌdiŶaƌǇ Degƌee, aŶd leǀel ϴ is aŶ HoŶouƌs Degƌee ;ŶoƌŵallǇ 
ϯ /ϰ ǇeaƌsͿ. Leǀel ϵ is a ŵasteƌs aŶd leǀel ϭϬ is a PhD. All Higheƌ EduĐatioŶ IŶstitutes ǁithiŶ 
the C.A.O. appliĐatioŶ sǇsteŵ use the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate foƌ eŶtƌǇ iŶto Leǀels ϲ, ϳ, aŶd ϴ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soŵe studeŶts oďtaiŶ eŶough poiŶts at LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate to eŶteƌ diƌeĐtlǇ iŶto a Leǀel ϴ 
hoŶouƌs degƌee Đouƌse. TheǇ theƌefoƌe skip leǀels ϲ aŶd ϳ. Otheƌs oďtaiŶ poiŶts to gaiŶ 
adŵissioŶ to a leǀel ϳ oƌdiŶaƌǇ degƌee Đouƌse aŶd skip leǀel ϲ. TheǇ ĐaŶ theŶ pƌogƌess aŶd 
ĐoŶǀeƌt this leǀel ϳ iŶto a leǀel ϴ ďǇ studǇiŶg foƌ aŶ eǆtƌa Ǉeaƌ oƌ so.  
 

Soŵe studeŶts oďtaiŶ poiŶts to gaiŶ adŵissioŶ to a leǀel ϲ ĐeƌtifiĐate Đouƌse. This ĐaŶ theŶ 
ďe ĐoŶǀeƌted iŶto a leǀel ϳ aŶd theŶ iŶto a leǀel ϴ. 
 

Soŵe studeŶts do a  P.L.C. Đouƌse ;ǁhiĐh ƌeƋuiƌe Ŷo poiŶtsͿ aŶd pƌogƌess to a leǀel  6 oƌ 
stƌaight iŶto a leǀel ϳ oƌ ϴ.  See diagƌaŵ oŶ the page opposite. 

St. MaƌǇ’s College The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 
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Soŵe studeŶts oďtaiŶ eŶough poiŶts at LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate to eŶteƌ diƌeĐtlǇ iŶto a Leǀel ϴ 
hoŶouƌs degƌee Đouƌse. TheǇ theƌefoƌe skip leǀels ϲ aŶd ϳ. Otheƌs oďtaiŶ poiŶts to gaiŶ 
adŵissioŶ to a leǀel ϳ oƌdiŶaƌǇ degƌee Đouƌse aŶd skip leǀel ϲ. TheǇ ĐaŶ theŶ pƌogƌess aŶd 
ĐoŶǀeƌt this leǀel ϳ iŶto a leǀel ϴ ďǇ studǇiŶg foƌ aŶ eǆtƌa Ǉeaƌ oƌ so.  
 

Soŵe studeŶts oďtaiŶ poiŶts to gaiŶ adŵissioŶ to a leǀel ϲ ĐeƌtifiĐate Đouƌse. This ĐaŶ theŶ 
ďe ĐoŶǀeƌted iŶto a leǀel ϳ aŶd theŶ iŶto a leǀel ϴ. 
 

Soŵe studeŶts do a  P.L.C. Đouƌse ;ǁhiĐh ƌeƋuiƌe Ŷo poiŶtsͿ aŶd pƌogƌess to a leǀel ϲ,  
oƌ stƌaight iŶto a leǀel ϳ oƌ ϴ.  
 

 

 

 

     

 

 PhD 

Leǀel ϭϬ 

    

 

 Masteƌs  
Degƌee  
Leǀel ϵ 

 

   

 

 HoŶouƌs  
Degƌee  
Leǀel ϴ 

  

   

 

 

 

OƌdiŶaƌǇ 
Degƌee  
Leǀel ϳ 

   

  

 

 

Higheƌ  
CeƌtifiĐate 

Leǀel ϲ 

    

 P.L.C.’s 

 

 

     

 

 LeaǀiŶg  
CeƌtifiĐate 

Leǀel ϱ 

LeaǀiŶg  
CeƌtifiĐate 

Leǀel ϱ 

LeaǀiŶg  
CeƌtifiĐate 

Leǀel ϱ 

LeaǀiŶg  
CeƌtifiĐate 

Leǀel ϱ 

  

JuŶioƌ   
CeƌtifiĐate  

Leǀel 3 

      

St. MaƌǇ’s College The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 
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ϭϰ. Qualifaǆ.ie 

The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 

StudeŶt  
SeĐtioŶ 

 

 

 

 

 

SeaƌĐh foƌ CAO 
Đouƌses 
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AƌĐhiteĐtuƌe 

 

 

LeiŶsteƌ 

 

 

 

 

 

CliĐk Heƌe To 
Giǀe Moƌe  

Detail 

 

 

 

Tag/Saǀe 
Couƌses 
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The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 

CaŶ ďe used to 
fiŶd Đouƌses iŶ 

a paƌtiĐulaƌ 

Naƌƌoǁ seaƌĐh 
to DuďliŶ 

Naƌƌoǁ 
seaƌĐh to 
LeiŶsteƌ 

CaŶ ďe used to 
fiŶd Đouƌse 

ǁith ƌestƌiĐted 
eŶtƌǇ 
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ϭϱ. RestƌiĐted Couƌses 
 

WheŶ ĐheĐkiŶg the details of Đouƌses it should ďe Ŷoted that soŵe Đouƌses aƌe ƌefeƌƌed to 
as ƌestƌiĐted. This ŵeaŶs that to eŶteƌ these Đouƌses the studeŶt is ƌeƋuiƌed to suďŵit a 
poƌtfolio aŶd/oƌ sit aŶ aptitude test aŶd/oƌ atteŶd aŶ iŶteƌǀieǁ. These additioŶal 
ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts also eǆplaiŶ ǁhǇ soŵe Đouƌses ƌeƋuiƌe ŵoƌe thaŶ ϲϬϬ poiŶts. Foƌ eǆaŵple, 
AŶiŵatioŶ iŶ the DuŶ Laoghaiƌe IŶstitute if Aƌt, DesigŶ, aŶd TeĐhŶologǇ ƌeƋuiƌes ϲϵϵ poiŶts. 
This ĐoŶsists of poiŶts fƌoŵ the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate, a poƌtfolio, aŶd possiďle aŶ iŶteƌǀieǁ. IŶ 
D.I.T. AƌĐhiteĐtuƌe ƌeƋuiƌes ϱϵϬ poiŶts; ϭϬϬ ĐaŶ ďe oďtaiŶed fƌoŵ aŶ aptitude test, ϭϬϬ fƌoŵ 
aŶ iŶteƌǀieǁ ;at ǁhiĐh it is ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded that poƌtfolio is shoǁͿ aŶd the ƌeŵaiŶdeƌ fƌoŵ 
the LeaǀiŶg CeƌtifiĐate. It is stƌoŶglǇ ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded that the pƌepaƌatioŶ of a poƌtfolio 
should ďe spƌead oǀeƌ tǁo Ǉeaƌs, i.e. ϱth Ǉeaƌ aŶd ϲth Ǉeaƌ. It is Ŷot possiďle to pƌepaƌe a 
poƌtfolio iŶ ϲth Ǉeaƌ oŶlǇ. If ŶeĐessaƌǇ, a studeŶt Đould atteŶd a poƌtfolio pƌepaƌatioŶ Đouƌse 
;ĐheĐk N.C.A.D. & DuŶ LaoghaiƌeͿ duƌiŶg the suŵŵeƌ at the eŶd of ϰth Ǉeaƌ oƌ eŶd of ϱth 
Ǉeaƌ, oƌ at Ŷight-tiŵe duƌiŶg ϱth Ǉeaƌ.  Poƌtfolio pƌepaƌatioŶ Đouƌses ĐaŶ ďe fouŶd oŶ 
Qualifaǆ.ie usiŶg the ͞all Đouƌses seaƌĐh͟ aŶd tǇpe iŶ ͞poƌtfolio͟.   
 

 

  The IŶstitute Of GuidaŶĐe CouŶselloƌs 

Poƌtfolio Đouƌses. 
EǀeŶiŶg & holidaǇ 

tiŵe. FouŶd  
uŶdeƌ  

ALL COURSES 
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LeiŶsteƌ ǁǁǁ.ŵaǇŶoothuŶiǀeƌsitǇ   ;MaǇŶooth UŶiǀeƌsitǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ŵaǇŶoothĐollege.ie   ;PoŶtifiĐal UŶiǀeƌsitǇ, MaǇŶoothͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.uĐd.ie     ;UŶiǀeƌsitǇ College, DuďliŶͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.dit.ie      ;DuďliŶ IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.tĐd.ie     ;TƌiŶitǇ College, DuďliŶͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ƌĐsi.ie     ;RoǇal College of SuƌgeoŶs iŶ IƌelaŶdͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.it-tallaght.ie    ;IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇ, TallaghtͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.iadt.ie     ;IŶst. of Aƌt DesigŶ & TeĐhŶologǇ, DuŶ LaoghaiƌeͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ŶĐad.ie     ;NatioŶal College of Aƌt aŶd DesigŶͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.dĐu.ie     ;DuďliŶ CitǇ UŶiǀeƌsitǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.itď.ie     ;IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇ, BlaŶĐhaƌdstoǁŶͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ŶĐiƌl.ie     ;NatioŶal College of IƌelaŶdͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.allhalloǁs.ie    ;All Halloǁs College, DƌuŵĐoŶdƌaͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ŵie.ie     ;MaƌioŶ IŶstitute of EduĐatioŶ, Gƌiffith AǀeŶueͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ŵateƌdei.ie    ;Mateƌ Dei IŶstitute of EduĐatioŶ, DuďliŶͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ĐiĐe.ie     ;ChuƌĐh of IƌelaŶd Coll. of EduĐatioŶ, RathŵiŶesͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.itĐaƌloǁ.ie    ;IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇ, CaƌloǁͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.dkit.ie     ;DuŶdalk IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ait.ie     ;AthloŶe IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
CoŶŶaught  ǁǁǁ.ŶuigalǁaǇ.ie    ;NatioŶal UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of IƌelaŶd, GalǁaǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.gŵit.ie     ;GalǁaǇ-MaǇo IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.staŶgelas.ŶuigalǁaǇ.ie   ;St. AŶgela͛s College SligoͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.itsligo.ie     ;IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇ, SligoͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.lǇit.ie     ;LetteƌkeŶŶǇ IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
MuŶsteƌ ǁǁǁ.uĐĐ.ie     ;UŶiǀeƌsitǇ College, CoƌkͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ul.ie     ;UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of LiŵeƌiĐkͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ŵiĐul.ie     ;MaƌǇ IŵŵaĐulate College, LiŵeƌiĐkͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.lit.ie     ;LiŵeƌiĐk IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.shaŶŶoŶĐollege.Đoŵ   ;ShaŶŶoŶ College of Hotel MaŶageŵeŶtͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.stpats.ie     ;St. PatƌiĐk͛s College, TippeƌaƌǇͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.lit.ie     ;LiŵeƌiĐk IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇ, LiŵeƌiĐkͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ittƌallee.ie    ;IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇ, TƌaleeͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ǁit.ie     ;Wateƌfoƌd IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
Ulsteƌ   ǁǁǁ.lǇit.ie     ;LetteƌkeŶŶǇ IŶstitute of TeĐhŶologǇͿ 
Otheƌs  ǁǁǁ.Ƌualifaǆ.ie    ;Couƌse seaƌĐh siteͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.Đaƌeeƌspoƌtal.ie    ;Caƌeeƌs siteͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.Đao.ie     ;CeŶtƌal appliĐatioŶs offiĐeͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.eduĐatioŶ.ie    ;DepaƌtŵeŶt of EduĐatioŶͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.eǆaŵiŶatioŶs.ie    ;State Eǆaŵs CoŵŵissioŶͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.aĐĐessĐollege.ie    ;The HEAR & DARE sĐheŵeͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.studeŶtfiŶaŶĐe.ie    ;GƌaŶts aŶd SĐholaƌshipsͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.solas.ie     ;AppƌeŶtiĐeshipsͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ǀeĐ.ie     ;P.L.C. ĐouƌsesͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.gƌadiƌelaŶd.ie    ;EǆplaiŶs joď oppoƌtuŶities fƌoŵ ǀaƌious degƌeesͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.gaƌda.ie     ;Caƌeeƌs iŶ AŶ Gaƌda SíoĐháŶaͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.ŵilitaƌǇ.ie    ;Caƌeeƌs iŶ the AƌŵǇ, NaǀǇ, Aiƌ CoƌpͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.uĐas.Đo.uk    ;Thiƌd Leǀel EduĐatioŶ iŶ the UŶited KiŶgdoŵͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.studeŶtfiŶaŶĐeŶi.Đo.uk        ;Thiƌd Leǀel FiŶaŶĐe iŶ NoƌtheƌŶ IƌelaŶdͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.diƌeĐt.goǀ.uk/studeŶtfiŶaŶĐe  ;Thiƌd Leǀel FiŶaŶĐe iŶ the EŶglaŶdͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.saas.goǀ.uk    ;Thiƌd Leǀel FiŶaŶĐe iŶ SĐotlaŶdͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.studeŶtfiŶaŶĐeǁales.Đo.uk    ;Thiƌd Leǀel FiŶaŶĐe iŶ WalesͿ 
  ǁǁǁ.fulďƌight.ie    ;StudǇiŶg iŶ the UŶited StatesͿ 

Useful Weďsites 
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The Institute of Guidance Counsellors is the professional body for Guidance Counsellors in 

Ireland. Its members work in the Second, Further, Adult and Higher Education sectors. The 

main object of the Institute is to discuss, promote and research matters relating to guidance 

counselling services. The Institute also seeks to promote best practice and the professional 

development of its members in order to serve and protect the interest of those whom they 

serve and to maintain, develop, and advance the personal, social, educational and career 

development of individuals and groups through supporting guidance counselling practice. 

 

This publication is part of the following series of booklets published by the  

Institute of Guidance Counsellors 
 

 
 

Study - Learning To Learn 

Separate Parents’ Guide for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Years,  
 

& Planning The Year Ahead for 6th Years 

 

Leaving Certificate Subject Choice 
 

  
 

Optimising Choices  

Clues To A Future Career Direction 

  

Taking The Next Step 

A  Parents & 6th Year Students Guide To Further & Higher Education 

  

The Results Are Out – What Now  

A  Guide For Parents & 6th Year Students  
 

 
 

The Transition To Secondary School  

Sharing Ideas & Experiences Of Those Who Have Gone Before You 

 

Sharing Experiences & Suggestions Around Alcohol & Substance Abuse  

A Collaborative Guide For Parents 

  

Allowing Young People Grieve 

When Your Child Loses A Friend - A Guide For A Parents 

   
Allowing Yourself To Grieve 

When You Lose A Friend - A Guide For Young People 

Academic 

Career Guidance  

Health & Wellbeing 


